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COVID-19 Decision Tree 
  

For any individual (staff/student) confirmed, suspected, or exposed to COVID-19: 
 

A.                                                                              B. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1 Texas laws (Health & Safety Code, Chapters 81, 84, and 87) require specific information regarding notifiable conditions be 
provided to the local health authority (Dallas County Health and Human Services (DCHHS)). Health care providers, hospitals, 
laboratories, schools, and others are required to report patients who are suspected of having a notifiable condition (Chapter 97, 
Title 25, Texas Administrative Code). Coppell ISD will interview parents and staff to obtain information required to complete DCHHS 
case reports and will request a copy of the individual’s COVID-19 Coronavirus (SARS-Co-V-2) lab report.  
2Common COVID-19 symptoms include: Fever (≥ 100º), chills, shaking or exaggerated shivering, cough, shortness of breath or 
difficulty breathing, fatigue, significant muscle or body aches, headache, new loss of taste or smell, sore throat, congestion or 
runny nose, nausea or vomiting, or diarrhea. COVID-19 patients could present with nonspecific symptoms other than those that 
are commonly known. 
3 Individual does not need to be completely symptom free. Masks must be worn for mild respiratory symptoms, e.g. mild lingering 
cough, even during lower community transmission periods. 
4 Individual deemed contagious starting 2 days before their symptom onset through at least 10 days after onset of symptoms. If 
case is asymptomatic, then timeframe starts from 2 days prior to date of test, through at least 10 days from the test date. 
5 If the individual has symptoms that could be COVID-19 and wants to return to school before completing the three (3) stay-at 
home criteria, the individual must either (a) obtain a medical professional’s note clearing the individual for return based on an 
alternative diagnosis or (b) obtain an PCR test that comes back negative for COVID-19.  
6 Quarantine period may be longer than 14 days when the student/employee lives in the same household with a positive case. 
Quarantine period will begin immediately upon notification of exposure and extend 14 days past the end of the household 
member’s 10-day isolation period. 

Lab-confirmed 
diagnosis of 
COVID-191  

With or without 
symptoms 

Symptoms2 of 
COVID-19/but 

not lab 
confirmed5 

 

Isolate at home 

Return to school when all the following can 
be met: 

i. at least 24 hrs have passed since 
recovery (resolution of fever 
without the use of fever-reducing 
medications);  

ii. the individual has significant 
improvement in symptoms3 (e.g., 
cough, shortness of breath); and 

iii. at least ten (10) days have passed 
since symptoms first appeared or if 
asymptomatic, ten days since the 
day of the lab test. 

 

Close Contact/Exposure 
 

Defined as being within 6 feet or less of a 
confirmed COVID-19 case for at least 15 

minutes or more (cumulative) while 
contagious4 

 
Quarantine at home for 14 days  

 

(14-day quarantine period starts on the 
first day of the last known exposure.)6 

 
If symptoms develop, follow three-

step criteria in column A. 

 
Return to school when the following 
can be met: 

 

i. symptom-free at end of the 
14-day isolation period 

 


